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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO.

1. The increase in size of the Hungarian Army is being carried on ascording
$o the universal service system. The period of servise is currently two
yoars, exeept in the armored foree and air forse, where it is three yesrs,
A certain percsntage of the yearly eonseript eontinmgent gots only an eight
to ten week reservist training. This group inelwdes sweh persons In industry
and menagement whose long absense would result in dissdvantage to the state.

2, Consoription i1s im the hands of the four military distriet commends. They
have reinforeement commands for the purpose, Reinforeement is nonterritorial;
that 1s, reeruits are sent to garrisons at some distanee from their homes.
This would hinder a repid mobilization of reserves, but the system was
installed at the desire of the Soviets ostwse it mskes it easfer to watch
the men,

3. Treining takes place according to Soviet -egulations, trenslated into Hungerian,
and no variation from them 1s permitted. Prom Nov to the following Nar there
is resruit training in garrison. - From Ner to Oet there are training and
exercises in a fileld treining camp, the men living in tents. During this period
training sakes place in squads, companies and batsalions, The first seection of
this training ends in Aug; after this there are divisional exercises, and ex-
ercises of the eombined arms,

%, The training of astive officers follows in offieers! sehools. Only those are
fscepted who suceessfully pass s "political eedre examimation." Students in
the offiserst sehools must have completed their regular service and applied on
& volunteer hesis. )
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5. Subalterns take a two year eourse in one of the special sechools; the
politicel officerst school in Budapest, the infantry sehool in Pées, the
artillery sshool in Budapest, the armored sehool in Tata, the AAA school
AasBwdapesty There sre further eeurses for future battalion and regimental
offieers, which can be entered only after still eloser politieal examination.
Particular value is attached to the learning of Russisn; until this language
hes been learned the .candidate is not qualified to command sny large unit,
Higher training and the training of genersl staff offiocers takes place in the
USSR , where there are also specialist eourses, pertioulsrly for air and
armored offtoers, ’

6. Even aside from treining the whole orgenization of the Hungarian Army is under
tight Soviet control, The Soviet 1isison staff in the Hungarian Defense
Ninistry contains about 80 high officers, with a Lieutenant Genersl at their
head, In a prestical sense this means that the Hungarisn Army leadership does
no planning of its own, . .

7. In addition there 1s a Soviet adviser at the headquarters of each division snd
independent regiment. He is & Soviet starf officer, who hes a translator snd
8 driver attached to him, This adviser has the same rights with regard to the
troops as the Hungarian commander of the unit, He inspeots formations, orders
diseiplinary measures and so on. - . R

8. In promotions the ruling faetors are, in order: first, politieal training and
Telliability; seeond, knowledge of Russisn; third, military knowledge.

9. The peace strength of the Hungarian Army, without eounting the air foree or
the AVE formations, 1s about 200,000 men. Aective officers and NCOs, together
with long serviee men, number 27,000 to 30,000, During the summer, the total

. Pigure.ds insreased by 30,000 to 60,000 reservista ealled up for vefvesher

10. The yearly rsoruits available are 80,000 men, but.in the last five years only
50,000 have been sonssripted for Sreining annuslly.. This gives a Ieserve of
250,000. treined men.as.of early 1954, and makes s totel of at least 450,000
well trained men available, In addition to the regular divisions, this would

. P9TRLE ‘the’ arganization of four or five more, Provided eqwipment waers available.

11. 1In spite of these Pigures the Hungsrien Army een chly be regarded as an auxiliary

ferse, The percentege of armor is very low, there is no strategic air.force, and
the air pupport formmtions. are Smedlamed iwith antigquated. equipment, .The army
gould Shus be of serviee only as part of a coalition, which is doubtless the
objective of the diresting Soviets..
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12, The value of the.troops.can be doubted on greunds of morale.. .They regeive e. .
harsh and often brutel dissipline, but the army has no. $radition of i%s ewn, and
has remsined untoushpd by Soviet idesls, . The individusl soldier is very dime:
eontented with the regime in.his privats life. He 1s not prepared to make personal
seorifices or give his life for the Sovist:system. . Without the support.of large
Soviet foress, it 1s likely that the army would rapidly become demoralized under
war conditions.
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